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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. The recitation of claim 6 that "the retainer aperture of comprises a 
single opening in the inner wall adapted for receiving the first and second link pins" does nothing 
to narrow claim 1 because claim 1 already recites "a retainer aperture for capturing and retaining 
respective enlarged heads of the first and second link pins..." Because claim 1 already requires a 
single aperture for capturing and retaining both first and second link pins, the recitation of a 
single aperture in claim 6 does not further limit the claim. 

2. Claim 1 9 includes a recitation of "A method according to claim 1 5 ..." at the end thereof. 
It appears that this recitation should be presented as an independent claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 2 and 8-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the spacer wall" in line 1 . There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 10/534,854 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3651 

Claim 8 states that "the inner wall comprises first and second inner wall segments carried 
by respective first and second spacer wall segments, the first and second inner wall segments 
being mutually opposed in a single plane and defining therebetween the retainer aperture for 
receiving the link pins therethrough..." However, it appears from the specification that the 
embodiments with first and second inner wall segments, as in Figs. 9A-B, don't define an 
aperture therebetween, but instead merely form the border the middle of the claimed link. This 
conflict between the claim and the specification renders the scope of the claim impossible to 
ascertain. 

It is recommended by the examiner that is claim be rewritten to depend from a new 
independent base claim reciting "a retainer slot" rather than a single retainer aperture and that the 
term "retainer aperture" in claim 8 be replaced with the term "retainer slot". The applicant may 
wish to do this in a continuing application as the new claims may provide the basis for making a 
requirement for restriction or election of species. 

Claims 10-13 all state that "the retainer aperture comprises first and second, opposed 
outwardly facing recesses. . ." This conflicts with the language of claim 1 requiring "a retainer 
aperture for capturing and retaining respective enlarged heads of the first and second link 
pins. . ." because it is unclear how the single aperture of claim 1 can be formed by the two 
outwardly facing recesses of claims 10-13. These recesses form two different apertures, not a 
single aperture as required by the claim. 

It is recommended by the examiner that these claims be rewritten to depend from a new 
independent base claim reciting "a pair of retainer apertures" rather than a single retainer 
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aperture. The applicant may wish to do this in a continuing application as the new claims may 
provide the basis for making a requirement for restriction or election of species. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5 . Claims 1 , 3 -7 and 1 5 -20 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK A. DEUBLE whose telephone number is (571)272-6912. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-691 1 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mark A. Deuble/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3651 
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